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The Village of Dundee 2014-2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan articulates a vision for parks 
and recreation in Dundee. The plan is intended to guide the Village Council in its future decision 
making regarding park planning and management. 

 

WHAT THIS PLAN CONTAINS  
 

This Master Plan follows the format suggested by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) in the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space 
and Greenway Plans (2006). The Plan begins with a brief overview as well as a Description of 
the Planning Process. It then presents a Community Description summarizing information 
on the population and physical characteristics of Dundee. The Administrative Structure of the 
Village is next described, including information on budget and relationships with other 
organizations. A Recreation Inventory, which follows, describes the existing parks and 
recreational facilities found in the Village, as well as nearby state and county facilities. The Needs 
Assessment and Public Participation section provides a description of the input received from 
Village officials, staff, community stakeholders, and the residents of the Village of Dundee. That 
data was used to help formulate the planôs Goals and Objectives. The Action Program 
provides a plan, schedule, and strategies for implementation. Finally, the resolution and notices 
documenting the plan's approval and adoption by the Village Council are included in the 
Supporting Documents. 
 

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN  

 
The most recent recreation plan for the Village of Dundee was written in 2009. The purpose of the 
current Master Plan is to guide recreation planning and development efforts of the Village of 
Dundee over the next five years (2014-2018). The plan meets state standards for community 
recreation planning which are necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS  
 
The process used to generate the Plan consists of three phases: background studies, evaluation, 
and plan development. 
 

1. Background Studies. This phase involved gathering and updating data from existing     
documents, plans, and field observations. The data is organized into two main 
categories: community description and recreation inventory. 
 

2. Evaluation. The second phase in the planning process involved an evaluation and 
analysis of the data to determine recreation facility needs. A community survey was 
administered and multiple public meetings were conducted where members of the 
public were encouraged to suggest improvements to the Village park system. Input 
from the Parks and Recreation Committee and Village officials was also sought.  

 
3. Plan Development. Finally, the last phase in the process involved plan development 

and adoption. Based on needs identified in the previous phase and through the survey, goals 
and objectives were formulated and a specific action plan and facility improvement schedule 

 

Introduction
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Community Description 
Recreation Inventory 

  

Recreation Facility 
Deficiency and Needs 

  
 

Master Plan 

 

developed. Strategies to implement the plan are also discussed. 
 

The  following  diagram  illustrates  how  the  planning  process  corresponds  to  the  MDNR 
suggested format described earlier. 

 
MDNR Suggested Format 

 

Background Studies Å Description of Planning Process 
Å Community Description 

Å Administrative Structure 
Å Recreation Inventory 

 

Evaluation  
Å Needs Assessment and Public participation 

 
 

Plan Development Å Goals and Objectives 
Å Action Program 

Å Supporting Documents 
 

Table 1 identifies the variety and extent to which input was used in the planning process. Public 
meetings were conducted with community stakeholders, Parks and Recreation Committee 
members, local officials, staff, and residents to encourage public participation and shape a 
recreation plan that responds to current needs. The Plan was available for public review and a 
public hearing was held prior to the Village Council adoption on 12/3/13. 

 

 
Table 1. Input Participation 
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The Village of Dundee is located in the northwest area of Monroe County about fifteen (15) 
miles west of the City of Monroe in Southeast Michigan. Known for its location at the intersection 
of M-50 and US-23 as the Hub of the Highways, 
Dundee is located approximately seventeen (17) 
miles north of the Ohio border and seventeen (17) 
miles south of Ann Arbor. Dundee has seen 
tremendous growth since 1990 due in part, or to the 
addition of Cabelaôs, a major outdoor retail outfitter, 
which draws shoppers from across the region and 
the nation. The establishment of Cabelaôs and 
Dundeeôs Chrysler Engine Plant has resulted in the 
development of many new businesses, restaurants, 
and hotels.  
 
The Village of Dundee includes a historic 
downtown, older neighborhoods, new residential 
developments, successful industrial and research parks, a new high school, and new streets 
and infrastructures. The Village also incorporates older, renovated parks and newer public 
spaces along the River Raisin, which connect community facilities to the downtown. 

 

 
 

Downtown Dundee 
 

In planning for the future recreation needs of the Village, it is essential to understand the 
community being planned for, both the community of people to be served and the recreation 
resources that the community has to offer. The first part of the Master Plan provides an 
overview of demographics and recreation resources with the goal of understanding the unique 
features and opportunities the Village of Dundee offers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Community Description
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTIC S 

 

Dundee has experienced a tremendous increase in population since its inception in 1824. Until 
the mid-1900s, it remained a small settlement centered on a sawmill and an agricultural 
economy when the Dundee Cement Company was established north of the Village. 

 

As Figure 2 shows, the current 
population boom experienced by 
Dundee occurred between 1990 and 
2000. Projections by the Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) show that this trend will 
continue in the future. The increase 
in population was matched with 
increases in both households and 
housing units between 2000 and 
2010, and since 
2010 (Table 2). SEMCOG forecast 
shows a continuation of both 
population and housing unit growth, 
while household size will decrease. 
Decreasing household sizes reflect 
changes in the mix of household 
types and changing trends in the age 
of the population.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

           

 

Table 2. Population, Household and Housing Units 
 

 
 

Census 2000 
 

Census 2010 
Dec 2012 
(SEMCOG) 

 

2040 Forecast 

Population 3,522 3,957 4,064 4,696 

Households 1,389 1,539 1,577 2,021 

Housing Units 1,477 1,742 1745 n.a. 

Household Size 2.53 2.55 2.56 2.31 

n.a .: not available. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG 2040 Forecast 
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Figure 2. Population Growth 1950 ï 2040 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG 2040  
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As noted in Table 3, children (under age 18) make up just under a third of the total population in 
the Village of Dundee, while the number of people 65 years and over is eleven percent (11%).  
In between 2000 and 2010, age characteristics in Dundee indicate a decrease in those aged 18-
24, and an increase in residents over the age of 50.  This trend is representative of the growing 
elderly population in the Village of Dundee.   

 
Table 3. Population Age  
 

 Census 2000 Census 2010 % Change 

Under 5         317   9.0%        311      7.9%    - 1.1% 

Age 5-17         700  19.9%        756    19.1%    - 0.8% 

Age 18-24         385  10.9%        315                 8.0%    - 2.9% 

Age 25-49      1,334  37.9%      1467               37.1%    - 0.8% 

Age 50-64         425  12.1%        666               16.8%    + 4.7% 

 Age 65+                     361             10.2%                   442               11.2%             + 1.0%  

Total                  3,522           100.0%                3,957             100.0%  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 and 2010 

 
According to the 2000* Census, about eighteen percent (18%) of the Village population over 
five (5) years old has some form of physical disability.  Table 4 illustrates the distribution of 
physical disabilities by age group. The special needs of these people as well as the large 
number of young families and children will need to be considered when planning for parks and 
recreation facilities.   

 
Table 4. Population with Physical Disabilities 
 

 Number and Percentage per Age Group 

Population 5 to 15 years   

Population Sample 534  

Population With a Physical Disability 61 11% 

Population 16 to 64 years   
Population Sample 2,278  

Population With a Physical Disability 345 15% 

Population 65 years and over   
Population Sample 341  

Population With a Physical Disability 174 51% 

Population 5 years and over   
Population Sample 3,153  

Population With a Physical Disability 580 18% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 
*There is no disability data in the 2010 Census. The American Community Survey (ACS) has replaced the decennial long-form as the 
source for small area statistics. 
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SOCIO -EC O NOMIC CHARACTERISTICS  
 

As shown in Table 5, household income within the Village has declined between 2000 and 2010. 
The median household income has decreased by $9,132, and the number of households in 
poverty has increased from seven percent  (7%)  to nine percent (9%).   The number of 
persons in poverty also increased from roughly nine percent (8.8%) to over nine percent (9.4%) 
of the population.  During the same period, Monroe County saw decreases in income along with 
increases in poverty.   

 

Table 5. Income 
 

 Village of Dundee 
Census 2000 

Monroe County 
Census 2000 

 Village of Dundee 
Census 2010 

Monroe County 
Census 2010 

Median Household Income 
(in 2010 dollars) 

 

$54,400 $67,724 
 

$45,268 
 

$55,366 

Per Capita Income (in 2010 dollars) $24,069 $29,394 $22,964 $25,520 

Households in Poverty     90 (6.5%)    3,935 (7%)  138 (9%) 5,375 (9.2%) 

Persons in Poverty 310 (8.8%)    10,161 (7%) 370 (9.4%) 13,552 (9.0%) 

Source: SEMCOG and U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 

 
According to the Office of Labor Market Information, the January 2013 unemployment rate for 
the Monroe County area was 8.9 percent compared to 6.4 percent in April 2008 and 6.8 percent 
for the State of Michigan in April 2008. 

 
Table 6 provides the employment industries in the Village of Dundee and the changes in these 
sectors over the last decade. The largest employment sector in the Village is retail trade 
followed by the manufacturing and service sectors. 

 
 

 
Table 6. Employment by Industrial Class 

 

 2000 Census 2010 Census Change 

Agriculture, Mining, and Natural Resources n.a. n.a. n.a. 

Manufacturing 373 488 +115 

Transportation, Communication, and Utility 20 n.a. n.a 

Wholesale Trade 202 n.a. n.a 

Retail Trade 491 942 +451 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 64 87 +23 

Services 334 693 +359 

Public Administration n.a n.a n.a 

Total Employment 1,515 2,488 +948 

n.a.: not available 

Source: SEMCOG 
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  
 

Like much of Michiganôs southern Lower Peninsula, the landscape of the Dundee area was 
formed through glacial action. The glacierôs movement shaped the topography and created the 
different types of soils. The glacial geology of the area has resulted in topography that ranges 
from nearly level to gently rolling with the exception of the River Raisin corridor and land along 
Stowell Road, which are flanked by steep slopes in several areas. Fertile agricultural soils are 
found across much of the outlying township. Land elevations range from a height of 650 feet 
along the river to a height of 670 feet in the northern and eastern segments of the Village. The 
soils of the region are generally silt loams and clay loams that are well suited for agricultural 
use, but often present challenges for development due to wetness and poor drainage. 

 
Woodland areas can be 
observed on Figure 3 along the 
entire edge of the River Raisin 
within the Village and 
extending into Dundee 
Township. Many of the larger 
woodland areas are located in 
the Township along the River 
Raisin and other drains. They 
provide protective buffers for 
the waterways and protect the 
watershed from siltation and 
soil erosion damage caused by 
storm water runoff. The 
woodland areas also serve as 
a valuable wildlife corridor. 

 

Surface waters in the Village of 
Dundee consist of the River 
Raisin and the Hunt-Stowell 
Drain located in the southern 
portion of the Village. The 
presence of these waterways 
in conjunction with their 
location and elevation 
determines the type and extent 
of floodplain within the 
community. A wetland area, 
approximately two acres in 
size, is located in the 
southeast quadrant of the 
Village, to the east of Oak 
Street and south of M-50. In 
addition, wetlands occur in 
association with the river at 
various locations. 

 
   Figure 3. Natural Features 
   Source: Village of Dundee Master Plan, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While the soilôs poor drainage and wetness present challenges for the development of recreation 
facilities, the River Raisin provides great opportunities for outdoor recreation, particularly fishing 
and canoeing. 
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Figure 4. Development of Dundee 2000-2010 
Source: Monroe County Planning Department, Village of Dundee 


